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Voters’ Guide   
February 2023 Wisconsin Primary Election 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Researched and Prepared by Jess Ollenburg, Matt Walker & IBAW’s Public Policy Committee 

 

February’s primary election needs your informed vote to ensure your top choice makes the April ballot. Failure to act will 
not do service to our great state. This election will determine the balance of ideological control in our state’s Supreme Court, and the 
difference between candidates is compelling. Judges Jennifer Dorow, Daniel Kelly, Everett Mitchell, and Janet Protasiewicz are running in the 
nonpartisan primary for an open seat on the Wisconsin Supreme Court. Find all four at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nq27XC5RFo8. 
 
A primary function of the Supreme Court is to ensure independent, open, fair and efficient resolution 
of disputes in accordance with the federal and state constitutions and laws. Beyond deciding cases, the 
Supreme Court administers the entire Wisconsin Court System. Another important function of the 
Supreme Court is to regulate the legal profession in Wisconsin. The Court has established a Board of 
Bar Examiners (BBE) which oversees bar admissions and monitors lawyers' compliance with Wisconsin's 
continuing legal education requirements. The Supreme Court regulates the Wisconsin judiciary, sets 
Rules of Professional Conduct for Attorneys and has established the Office of Lawyer Regulation (OLR), 
which investigates and prosecutes grievances involving attorney misconduct or medical incapacity.  
 
February 7 marks the beginning of early voting, and February 21 is Primary Election Day. https://myvote.wi.gov/. The top two vote-getters 
will advance to the general election on April 4, 2023. While supreme court elections are officially nonpartisan, Mitchell and Protasiewicz are 
viewed as “left of center” candidates whereas Kelly and Dorow are viewed as “right of center.” Justice Patience Roggensack's term will expire 
on July 31, 2023 and she is not running for re-election. Judge Jennifer Dorow has been endorsed by retiring Justice Patience Roggensack. 
https://www.wicourts.gov/courts/supreme/about.htm 
 
Judge Jennifer Dorow 
Jennifer Dorow was appointed by Governor Scott Walker to the Waukesha County Circuit Court in December 2011. Dorow assumed office in 
2012, was elected to a full six-year term later that year and was re-elected in 2018. The Wisconsin Supreme Court appointed Dorow as chief 
judge of the Third Judicial Administrative District in 2017 and reappointed her to the position in 2019 and 2021. Dorow previously worked as 
a Waukesha County assistant district attorney and as a private practice attorney.  Dorow is highly applauded for her exceptional handling of 
the Waukesha Christmas Parade Attack trial with descriptor words to include “compassion,” “patience,” “grace,” “justice” and “strength,” 
while the world watched her live.  Her campaign site addresses these priorities, verbatim as of 1.25.23:   

 Judicial Conservative Who Will Not Legislate from the Bench: “I am not constrained by political ideologies and academic thinking – I have 
proven my commitment to our state and federal constitutions and the laws established by our government. As a justice on the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court, I will not legislate from the bench. I know that voters yearn for this type of commitment, and they deserve nothing less.” 

 A Justice System that Respects Victims’ Rights and Defendants’ Rights: “Like many others who have served on the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court, I have worked in our state’s courts as an advocate, as a judge and as an individual responsible for managing a justice system that 
must work just as hard for victims’ rights as it does for defendants’ rights.” 

 Proven Temperament: “Unburdened by any authority other than the law and informed by my service as an advocate and a judge, I have 
seen where the rubber meets the road in the law and in our society. I have the demeanor, temperament, experience, and command of the 
law that is necessary to make a superb justice on the Supreme Court. I am a working mom next door who cares deeply about the citizens 
of Wisconsin – I coach youth sports, I care for my family; I want to provide the same personal and professional opportunities to everyone 
in Wisconsin.”   

Campaign Site: https://judgejennifer.com/ and Wiki: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jennifer_Dorow 
 
Judge Daniel Kelly 
Daniel Kelly is a Justice of the Wisconsin Supreme Court. He was appointed to the court by Governor Scott Walker in 2016 and served until 
liberal candidate Jill Karofsky defeated him in 2020. Before his appointment, Kelly served as a Wisconsin Court of Appeals judge and private 
attorney. He is known for his conservative views and has been involved in several high-profile cases while on the Supreme Court, including 
voter ID laws and redistricting cases. His campaign site addresses these priorities, verbatim as of 1.25.23:   

 Defend Constitutional Rights: “Dan has a proven record of defending our constitutional rights and individual freedoms from government 
overreach.”  

 Uphold the Rule of Law: “The rule of law – the idea that law should be applied as written, without regard to the jurist’s personal preferences 
– lies at the foundation of civil society. It is this principle that gives us the chance to live together in safe communities where we can exercise 
our liberties and pursue futures of our own design.”  

 Prevent Judicial Activism: “Judicial activism occurs when a jurist allows his or her personal politics to influence the resolution of a case. 
This is the antithesis of the rule of law. Electing Justice Kelly will prevent the reinvention of our Supreme Court as a haven for judicial 
activism where a political agenda can be imposed on our state.”  

Campaign Site: https://justicedanielkelly.com/ and Wiki: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Kelly 
 

https://ballotpedia.org/Jennifer_Dorow
https://ballotpedia.org/Daniel_Kelly_(Wisconsin)
https://ballotpedia.org/Everett_Mitchell
https://ballotpedia.org/Janet_Claire_Protasiewicz
https://ballotpedia.org/Wisconsin_Supreme_Court
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nq27XC5RFo8
https://myvote.wi.gov/
https://ballotpedia.org/Patience_Roggensack
https://www.tmj4.com/news/local-news/retiring-justice-roggensack-endorses-dorow-for-wisconsin-supreme-court
https://www.wicourts.gov/courts/supreme/about.htm
https://judgejennifer.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jennifer_Dorow
https://justicedanielkelly.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Kelly_(Wisconsin_judge)
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Judge Janet Protasiewicz 
Janet Protasiewicz (pronounced “pro-tuh-SAY-witz”) is a judge for Branch 24 of the Milwaukee County Circuit Court and was elected in 2014. 
She previously served as a Milwaukee County assistant district attorney for 26 years. She currently serves in Family Court and has also presided 
over homicide, sexual assault, misdemeanor, domestic violence, and drug courts. Protasiewicz has been labelled “soft on crime” for allowing 
multiple defendants released into the community while accused of violent crimes.  As of current report, Janet’s campaign has raised more 
funds than her 3 opponents combined, likely producing more promotion. Her campaign site addresses these priorities, verbatim as of 1.26.23:   

 Stop Right-Wing Partisanship: “I see our criminal and civil justice system — and our democracy — under attack by radical partisanship. Our 
system works because the law is predictable. You can read the constitution, the statutes, and case law, and know what to expect, but as 
we can see on an almost-daily basis, our most closely-held constitutional rights are under attack by radical right-wing extremists.” 

 Restore Confidence: “We must restore confidence that judges aren’t just trying to reach their favored outcomes, but actually applying the 
law and the constitution. But at both the state and federal level, too many Supreme Court justices are seemingly ignoring the law to impose 
their own views. In Wisconsin, this has played out through more and more cases being taken by our Supreme Court when they shouldn’t, 
resulting in unjust outcomes that are not supported by the law.” 

Campaign Site: https://www.janetforjustice.com/  
WisPolitics.com: https://www.wispolitics.com/2022/protasiewicz-campaign-judge-janet-protasiewicz-announces-campaign-for-state-supreme-court 

 
Judge Everett Mitchell 
Reverend Everett Mitchell was elected to the Dane County Circuit Court in 2016 and presides over the Juvenile Division in Branch Four. As a 
juvenile court judge, he hears cases involving family re-unification, juvenile delinquency, and other civil and criminal proceedings. He also 
oversees Dane County’s High Risk Drug Court Program. Mitchell served as assistant district attorney in Dane County from 2010 to 2012. 
Beyond his law degree, he holds Master of Divinity and Master of Theology. He’s served as Senior Pastor of Christ the Solid Rock Baptist 
Church since 2011. His campaign site addresses these priorities, verbatim as of 1.29.23:   

 Educator in Racism and Diversity: “Currently, he is an adjunct professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison Law School where he 
teaches courses on ‘Race, Racism and the Law’.”  

 Juvenile Justice: “During his tenure on the bench, Judge Mitchell has worked with colleagues to change courtroom policies to reflect 
trauma-informed practices, such as removing restraints and handcuffs on youth during hearings. He joined several judges in petitioning the 
Wisconsin Supreme Court to support changing the presumption to ensure that children in Wisconsin can attend their court hearings without 
restraints and handcuffs. Judge Mitchell worked with the Madison Metropolitan School District, the second-largest district in the state, to 
create an Office of Youth Engagement that provides a bridge for youth involved in the criminal justice system to educational programming. 
Judge Mitchell works tirelessly to ensure the youth under his jurisdiction are treated with respect and dignity. While this may be common 
sense, it is not always common practice.” At University of Wisconsin-Madison Law School, he teaches “Foundational Principles of the 
Juvenile Justice System.” 

Campaign: https://www.judgeeverettmitchell.com/  
Wisconsin Bar: https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/InsideTrack/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=11&ArticleID=27086 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
In Conclusion… While your Public Policy Committee is witness to the throes of crossfire for this important election, we’ve dedicated to 
objectively compile this guide to provide IBAW members with candidates’ own voices and a simplified drill-down. This is not meant to portray 
an exhaustive perspective on any candidate, but rather to target and simplify further research. This committee advocates fact over fiction 
and accuracy over smear. This committee advocates that actual actions and outcomes are ultimately more impactful than campaign words, 
yet we need our election choices guided by the best possible information available. Additional Information is at:  

 https://ballotpedia.org/Wisconsin_Supreme_Court_elections,_2023 
 https://pbswisconsin.org/news-item/meet-the-candidates-running-in-the-2023-wisconsin-supreme-court-primary/ 
 https://www.wispolitics.com/2023/wisgop-liberal-wisconsin-supreme-court-candidates-violate-judicial-ethics 

About the Committee… 2023 IBAW Public Policy Committee Members:  
• Tom Parks, AIF®, CRPS™ | Director of Retirement Plan Services, Annex Wealth Management | IBAW Board | Prior PPC Chair 
• Matt Walker | Managing Director, Walker Media Agency & Rally Digital | Prior PPC Member 
• Jessica Ollenburg, CMC, CPCM | Managing Partner & Executive Consultant, Ollenburg LLC | Current PPC Chair | Wisconsin Joint Legislative Study 

Committee 
• Todd Rakowski | CFO & VP of Finance at CG Schmidt, Inc.  
• Mark Kravchuk, CPA | VP of Finance at Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin | Prior Regulatory Advocacy, BP Fuels North America 
• Thomas “TK” Kingston | Payroll/HR Solutions Manager, Heartland 
• In Collaboration with Steve Kohlmann, IBAW Executive Director  

 
To express your viewpoint as an IBAW member, please contact a current Public Policy Committee member or contact Chairperson Jessica Ollenburg at 
JessIBAW@OllenburgLLC.com. Please join us at a future PPC forum and let us know what’s important to you! 
 
 

https://empowerwisconsin.org/chisholm-justice-releases-violent-offenders-on-low-bail/
https://www.janetforjustice.com/
https://www.wispolitics.com/2022/protasiewicz-campaign-judge-janet-protasiewicz-announces-campaign-for-state-supreme-court
https://www.judgeeverettmitchell.com/
https://www.wisbar.org/NewsPublications/InsideTrack/Pages/Article.aspx?Volume=11&ArticleID=27086
https://ballotpedia.org/Wisconsin_Supreme_Court_elections,_2023
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https://annexwealth.com/
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https://rally.digital/
https://ollenburgllc.com/
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